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Steven D. Reece

From: billbrostoff <billbrostoff@netscape.net>
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 11:23
To: sdreece@matzevah.org
Subject: Re: Trzcianne cemetery

Dear Steven, 
  
First, I wanted to thank you for all the work you are doing in Poland.  Even though you aren’t directly participating in my 
particular project, the Trzcianne Jewish cemetery, all of your work elsewhere does provide invaluable indirect help. 
  
 The project is moving along slowly, two steps forward and one step back; as is the case for some other projects. 
  
The main reason I am writing is to let you know that I am proposing a Panel on Jewish Cemetery Restoration at the 
IAJGS meeting in August 2020 which will, as you likely know, take place in San Diego.  The panel would be similar to the 
one in Warsaw last year but focus on the role of descendants and determine the extent that they would like to somehow 
organize to provide feedback to the authorities in Poland and share lessons learned.  An additional focus would be how 
this group could address the larger group of cemeteries in addition to their own ancestral cemetery.  
  
I would like to invite you to join me and other proposed speakers (Dan Oren, Jeff Miller, and possibly Tomek Wisniewski 
who will soon be invited).  I suspect you have more experience working with and organizing descendants than anyone 
else.  I realize that your time and finances are potentially limited and that you will likely be in Poland at the time as well as 
the fact that this is likely to be a pricey meeting to attend with no identified funding source.  So, if you are willing, please let 
me know and I will submit your name on the proposed panel at the conference. 
  
Finally, as a way of sharing my experiences, I am preparing a brief guidebook for descendants interested in restoring 
cemeteries in Poland.  I wonder whether you would be interested in reviewing it when it is finished, hopefully in the next 
few weeks. 
  
Respectfully yours, 
  
Bill Brostoff 
Berkeley, California 
 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Steven D. Reece <sdreece@matzevah.org> 
To: billbrostoff <billbrostoff@netscape.net> 
Cc: 'David Brostoff' <david.brostoff@earthlink.net>; 'Jill Alban-Brostoff' <jillalban@sbcglobal.net> 
Sent: Fri, Apr 28, 2017 7:56 am 
Subject: RE: Trzcianne cemetery  

Bill, 
  
I will glad to assist you in whatever way needed. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Steven 
  

From: billbrostoff@netscape.net [mailto:billbrostoff@netscape.net]  
Sent: Friday, April 28, 2017 10:55 
To: Steven D. Reece <sdreece@matzevah.org> 
Cc: 'David Brostoff' <david.brostoff@earthlink.net>; 'Jill Alban-Brostoff' <jillalban@sbcglobal.net> 
Subject: RE: Trzcianne cemetery  
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Steven:  Thank you very much.  I will see how far we can get with Monika this year and perhaps inquire about 
opportunities  for some sort of clearing and cleaning in 2018 with Matzevah as needed.  I would hope that you would be 
able to provide a bit of advice as we proceed, perhaps checking contracts and other agreements with Monika.  We greatly 
appreciate your suggestions and help to date for our own project and also for the greater cause.  We wish you the best 
success for your ongoing projects. 
  
Best regards, 
Bill 
  
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
  

From: Steven D. Reece 
Sent: Friday, April 28, 2017 6:10 AM 
To: billbrostoff@netscape.net 
Cc: 'David Brostoff'; 'Jill Alban-Brostoff' 
Subject: RE: Trzcianne cemetery  
  
Dear Bill, 
  
I am sorry for the delayed response. I returned from Poland about the time that you sent me this email. Since you were 
traveling I did not respond. 
  
It appears to me that you are well on the way to commemorate the cemetery in October with FODZ and with that in mind, 
TMF, would play no immediate role. I would proceed with the commemoration as you have considered and discussed with 
Monika. 
  
As for 2018, if you would like to pursue clearing and cleaning and surveying or indexing the matzevot, we can return to 
this discussion toward the end of the summer.  
  
Please advise me how you wish to proceed. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Steven 
  

From: billbrostoff@netscape.net [mailto:billbrostoff@netscape.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 12:49 
To: Steven D. Reece <sdreece@matzevah.org> 
Cc: David Brostoff <david.brostoff@earthlink.net>; Jill Alban-Brostoff <jillalban@sbcglobal.net> 
Subject: RE: Trzcianne cemetery  
  
Dear Steven, 
  
Thanks for your note.  I hope you had a productive and enjoyable trip. 
  
Fortunately, I was able to speak with Monika.  We chatted by phone last week when she was between trips. 
  
She was very encouraging about a project and thought that she might be able to help us organize something that would 
lead to a rededication in October to coincide with my planned trip.  I think that is overly ambitious.  In any event, she 
encouraged us to arrange for some sort of monument as an early step in the process; to me this perhaps seemed to be 
something that might be better done toward the end rather than the beginning.  She seemed not to be very encouraging 
about either extensive vegetation clearing or any detailed survey for headstones except what might remain on the 
immediate surface.  So, the good news is that Monica/FODZ is ready to proceed on a project, but perhaps with a lot of 
details still to be worked out. 
  
What is the next step for us and TMF?   
  
Thanks again for you help. 
  
Bill 
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P.S.  I’ll be out of the country from April 6-18, and travelling in the U.S. for the rest of the month.  I will be able to briefly 
respond to e-mails and possibly available for phone calls. 
  
  
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
  

From: Steven D. Reece 
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 7:02 AM 
To: billbrostoff@netscape.net 
Subject: RE: Trzcianne cemetery  
  
Dear Bill, 
  
I returned this past Saturday from Poland. Unfortunately, I was not able to meet with Monika Krawczyk of FODZ during my 
time in Poland, as she was out of the country for several weeks. I did meet with one of the coordinators and asked him to 
pass on your request for assistance in the work that you wish to pursue in the Jewish cemetery of Trzcianne.  
  
Since FODZ is the owner of the property, we will need to begin with them in developing any project. 
  
If you could reach out once more to Monika and check to see where things stand with the Trzcianne cemetery, that would 
be good. Your email may have gone unnoticed due to other matters. She returned to Poland last week so she may be 
behind in catching up. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Steven 
  

From: Steven D. Reece [mailto:sdreece@matzevah.org]  
Sent: Friday, March 10, 2017 08:42 
To: billbrostoff@netscape.net 
Subject: RE: Trzcianne cemetery  
  
Bill, 
  
My email to FODZ did not bounce so they received my response to you. I will let you know what I learn when I am able. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Steven 
  

From: billbrostoff@netscape.net [mailto:billbrostoff@netscape.net]  
Sent: Thursday, March 9, 2017 14:33 
To: Steven D. Reece <sdreece@matzevah.org>; fodz@fodz.pl; marcin.bartosiewicz@fodz.pl 
Cc: 'David Brostoff' <david.brostoff@earthlink.net> 
Subject: RE: Trzcianne cemetery  
  
Thanks and bon voyage.  Alas, my mail to FODZ bounced; not sure what the problem was. 
  
Bill 
  
  
I'm sorry to have to inform you that your message could not 
be delivered to one or more recipients. It's attached below. 
  
For further assistance, please send mail to postmaster. 
  
If you do so, please include this problem report. You can 
delete your own text from the attached returned message. 
  
                   The mail system 
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<marcin.bartosiewicz@fodz.pl>: host mail.fodz.pl[83.144.116.130] said: 550 
    Blacklisted. Go away. (in reply to RCPT TO command) 
  
<fodz@fodz.pl>: host mail.fodz.pl[83.144.116.130] said: 550 Blacklisted. Go 
    away. (in reply to RCPT TO command) 
  
  
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
  

From: Steven D. Reece 
Sent: Thursday, March 9, 2017 11:23 AM 
To: billbrostoff@netscape.net; fodz@fodz.pl; marcin.bartosiewicz@fodz.pl 
Cc: 'David Brostoff' 
Subject: RE: Trzcianne cemetery  
  
Dear Bill, 
  
I will be leaving for Warsaw tomorrow afternoon and I plan to meet with FODZ on Monday morning. We will begin at this 
point and see what develops going forward.  
  
From our perspective, I think that this project would be a good candidate for 2018. Please be patient as we work through 
the steps that I outlined for you below.  
  
We will talk more in the days ahead. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Steven 
  

Steven D. Reece 
Founder and CEO, The Matzevah Foundation, Inc. 
(+1) 404.663.2383 
www.matzevah.org 

 
  
  

From: billbrostoff@netscape.net [mailto:billbrostoff@netscape.net]  
Sent: Thursday, March 9, 2017 14:02 
To: Steven D. Reece <sdreece@matzevah.org>; fodz@fodz.pl; marcin.bartosiewicz@fodz.pl 
Cc: David Brostoff <david.brostoff@earthlink.net> 
Subject: RE: Trzcianne cemetery  
  
Dear Steven and Monika: Thank you both very much for all your advice on possibilities regarding restoration of Trzcianne 
cemetery.  I would certainly like to pursue some sort of project along the lines in the e-mail chains from both of you 
below.  What do we need to get started in establishing a partnership and begin to develop a proposal for what could be 
done?  Perhaps FODZ could start with establishing ownership and perhaps a few more details.  While I am confident that 
the bulk of the descendants group would support some sort of endeavor, I’m not sure what the best point would be to 
approach them.  My guess is that this would be best done once we have developed a basic cost proposal with some 
options.  Also, my wife and I will be in Poland from about October 1-13 and could help with reconnaissance at the 
cemetery, meet with local officials as might be appropriate, or anything else you suggest.  It is also possible that I could 
come earlier in the year if there was some compelling reason (assuming I could get there using frequent flyer miles and 
hotel points…).   
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Thanks again to both of you and your colleagues for establishing the groundwork for this important task.  I look forward to 
meeting and working with you. 
  
Best regards, 
Bill 
  
Bill Brostoff 
774 Santa Barbara Rd. 
Berkeley, CA 94707 USA 
+1 510 525 5566 
  
  
  
  
  
Dear Mr. Bill Brostoff, 
Thank you very much for contacting us about Trzcianne cemetery. We will gladly partner with you in the project of 
improvement/restoration of its condition.  
There are 1200 Jewish cemeteries in Poland and only 9 Jewish communities plus our Foundation which may exert some 
of the institutional care. We are certainly concerned about Trzcianne cemetery. It needs full restoration. Practically without 
initiatives of Survivors families and communities/organizations from abroad, we are not able to handle all sites of need. 
Please see our web site www.fodz.pl to see our restoration projects. We are able to contribute administration, project 
management, legal work etc. but we rely on external support regarding financing cost of material and work. Some our 
project FODZ completed involved full restoration (building a fence, clearing off the cemetery grounds), some only 
monuments. 
We certainly cooperate with Matzeva Foundation, however specific works need to be coordinated. 
Please let us know what you would like to do, and we will send you some figures for orientation. Detailed report would 
require our staff visit at the site and checking the situation on the site, including review of the legal borders of the 
cemetery plot. 
We may discuss this idea on the phone, if you wish. 
Regards,  
Monika Krawczyk  
 fodz@fodz.pl 
 Fundacja Ochrony  
Dziedzictwa Żydowskiego 
www.fodz.pl 
 ul.Grzybowska 2,  lokal 44 
00-131 Warszawa 
tel: +48 22 436 60 00 
faks: +48 22 436 06 58 
  
Korzystając z okazji, przesyłam link do albumu „Ochrona dziedzictwa żydowskiego w Polsce”, wydanego z okazji 10-lecia 
Fundacji Ochrony Dziedzictwa Żydowskiego http://fodz.pl/download/album_fodz_www.pdf  i uprzejmie zapraszam do 
zapoznania się z jego treścią.  
 I take this opportunity to forward a link to an album ‘Preserving Jewish Heritage In Poland' marking the 10th anniversary 
of the Foundation for the Preservation of Jewish Heritage in Poland http://fodz.pl/download/album_fodz_www.pdf and 
kindly invite you to have a look at it.  
  
P.S. I’m sending this e-mail on behalf of my CEO, Monika Krawczyk. 
 
Wishing you all the best, 
  
Marcin Bartosiewicz 
Koordynator Projektów 
 
Fundacja Ochrony Dziedzictwa Żydowskiego 
ul. Grzybowska 2/44 
00-131 Warszawa 
tel. 22 436 60 00 
fax. 22 436 06 58 
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marcin.bartosiewicz@fodz.pl 
www.fodz.pl 

 
From: billbrostoff@netscape.net [mailto:billbrostoff@netscape.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2017 11:37 PM 
To: Monika Krawczyk; Marcin Bartosiewicz 
Cc: David Brostoff 
Subject: Trzcianne Jewish cemetery 
  
Dear FODZ:  
  
I am writing to inquire about the ownership and current possible stewardship of the Trzcianne Jewish cemetery where I 
suspect some of my ancestors are buried.  My wife and I visited the site last October and while we were aware of the 
state of many similar cemeteries were dismayed to see the current condition.  It was problematic to corroborate what we 
saw with what we have been able to find on the web as there is a large (maybe 10 ac) unmarked, forested area,  with a 
few scattered crumbling headstones, corresponding to the mapped location of the about 1.5 ac cemetery.   
  
While I suspect this is nothing new to you, I and some other descendants are interested in the possibility of some sort of 
restoration at the cemetery, if only some sort of memorial  to mark it.   
  
We understand that it is possible  you have information on the ownership and stewardship and possibly other 
information.  We had made contact with the Matzevah Foundation as one possible means of helping us in our quest who 
in fact suggested we contact you.  Any suggestions for moving forward would be greatly appreciated. 
  
Best regards, 
  
Bill Brostoff 
774 Santa Barbara Rd., Berkeley, CA 94707, USA; +1 510 525 5566 
  
  
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
  

From: billbrostoff@netscape.net 
Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2017 9:25 AM 
To: Steven D. Reece 
Cc: 'David Brostoff' 
Subject: RE: Matzevah Foundation project selection 
  
Dear Steven, 
  
Thank you very much for your thorough response and advice.  We will indeed pursue the ownership/stewardship and 
related issues as you suggest as a prelude to further work and keep you in touch with our progress.  We appreciate the 
great work you and your organization are doing. 
  
Best regards, 
Bill 
  
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
  

From: Steven D. Reece 
Sent: Thursday, January 5, 2017 7:20 AM 
To: billbrostoff@netscape.net 
Cc: 'David Brostoff' 
Subject: RE: Matzevah Foundation project selection 
  
Dear Bill, 
  
Thank you for contacting me and responding to my query.  
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The situation of the Jewish cemeteries in Poland (as well as the rest of Europe) is appalling and overwhelmingly difficult. 
In Poland alone, there are 1,200 Jewish cemeteries across the countryside. The Jewish cemetery in Trzcianne is 
representative of the typical state of most Jewish cemeteries: uncared for and ruined. 
  
I am familiar with the film, “A Town Called Brzostek” and I have met Professor Jonathan Webber in 2015 at the European 
Jewish Cemeteries Conference in Vilnius. I saw the film at the conference and it is an admirable effort of restoration. It is a 
good model but I would caution you to keep in mind that every situation, in which an attempt is made to restore a Jewish 
cemetery, is different and presents its own challenges and obstacles. I would be happy to assist you and advise you as 
you all move forward. 
  
The most important element to establish at this point is who is the actual owner or steward of the cemetery. By default the 
State of Poland is the owner of all Jewish cemeteries, since Jewish cemeteries are legally national, historical monuments. 
There are 9 Jewish communities in Poland. Some are large as in Warsaw and others are quite small. In roughly 45% of 
the cases depending upon the location, the Foundation for the Preservation of Jewish Heritage (FODZ) in Poland is the 
owner of the Jewish cemetery. In the remaining cases, various Jewish communities in Poland may be stewards or have 
oversight of the Jewish cemeteries. The Rabbinical Commission for Matters of Cemeteries has religious oversight of all 
Jewish cemeteries in Poland.  
  
Determining who is the owner and/or has responsibility for the cemetery must be determined first prior to any work 
whatsoever is undertaken due to the fact that permissions must be secured depending upon the nature of the work. 
  
In leading the work of The Matzevah Foundation (TMF), I work closely with the Rabbinical Commission and partner with 
FODZ. Both are instrumental in navigating the bureaucracies associated with Jewish cemeteries. We should begin with 
them in order to determine ownership and/or stewardship. The Jewish Historical Institute (JHI) is a research organization 
and does not directly concern itself with restoration work in Jewish cemeteries. I also cooperate with them albeit indirectly. 
  
You may find a few specifics on the Jewish cemetery in Trzcianne here on Victual Sztetl. The cemetery is large having an 
area of roughly 1 hectare or 2.5 acres. Determining or confirming actual boundaries probably would be requested if an 
accurate survey map is not in existence. Even if there is one, the local government may require one as a part of the 
restoration process. If a wall or fence is constructed then conducting a survey will be required. 
  
Based on my experience, it would be difficult to clear the cemetery completely of the undergrowth in 5 working days, but 
adequate assistance and organization, it could be done. 
  
Regarding local contacts, I would first determine ownership from the Rabbinical Commission and/or FODZ. If FODZ is the 
owner then they would be the official delegate, who would initiate contact and open discussions. If FODZ is not, then, I 
would advise you or someone else as a delegate of the descendant’s group to contact the mayor of the city or wojt (like a 
mayor) of the community. Before beginning any work, it would be a very nice and well received cultural gesture. We can 
discuss next steps further, once ownership is determined.  
  
Concerning the involvement of the descendants, age should not be barrier. I nearly 62 and I do this every summer . 
Many of our volunteers are retired. Last year, I worked with a descendant’s group in which most of the volunteers were 
retired or close to retirement age. Of course, we had many younger people and a group of 30 year old’s who also 
participated. 
  
Based on my experience, I have prioritized a summary of your goals for the project below: 
  

1. Clear and clean undergrowth  
2. Erect a sign of some sort 
3. Determine the number of matzevot (headstones)  
4. Relocate and recover matzevot (in the local community) 
5. Document the process in some manner 
6. Delineate the boundary of the cemetery 
7. Fence the cemetery 
8. Conduct a ground penetrating radar survey 

  
I would suggest that you consider commemorating and rededicating the cemetery once it is cleared. This will make a 
strong statement to the local community. The memorial matzevah (stone memorial marker) generally depending upon the 
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quality and size of the stone, would cost in the neighborhood of $2,000 to $2,500 including the cost of the stone, 
inscription and installation. It could cost more however. 
  
Fencing the cemetery will be costly but possible. There is a an organization that I know of who might be able to fence it 
with a very simple fence. They have certain criteria that must be met; however, at this point it would be premature to reach 
out to them. 
  
Moving forward here is a thumbnail sketch of what I suggest: 
  

1. Determine ownership/stewardship 
2. Contact Rabbinical Commission for Matters of Cemeteries 

a. Agnieszka Nieradko agnieszkanieradko@gmail.com  
b. AND copy Elżbieta Jeżowska elzbieta.jezowska@gmail.com  

3. Contact FODZ 

a. Monika Krawczyk Monika.Krawczyk@fodz.pl 
b. AND copy Marcin Bartosiewicz marcin.bartosiewicz@fodz.pl  

4. Determine interest in the descendant’s group concerning the restoration of the Jewish cemetery in Trzcianne 
5. Develop project request 

a. Including a preliminary project plan and project budget 

6. Present a project request, project budget and project plan to the Board of The Matzevah Foundation for 
consideration 

7. Formalize project plan and project budget  
8. Determine project roles and parameters 
9. Set project date 
10. Mobilize volunteers 
11. Secure funds 
12. Meet with local government officials prior to project inception 
13. Engage local community 
14. Initiate the project 

  
Again the most important step at this time is determining ownership of the cemetery. To this end, please reach out to 
Agnieszka and Monika. Please make sure that you let them know that you have contacted me and are interested in 
working with TMF in some manner. 
  
Please let me know what you think, but what I have presented to you is a rough idea of what developing a Jewish 
cemetery project looks like. We will have to fill in a number of blanks along the way but for now this is enough to get you 
started. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Steven 

Steven D. Reece 
Founder and CEO, The Matzevah Foundation, Inc. 
(+1) 404.663.2383 
www.matzevah.org 
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From: billbrostoff@netscape.net [mailto:billbrostoff@netscape.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, January 3, 2017 18:40 
To: sdreece@matzevah.org 
Cc: David Brostoff <david.brostoff@earthlink.net> 
Subject: FW: Matzevah Foundation project selection 
  
Dear Steven, 
  
Thank you for responding to my cousin David Brostoff (the ad hoc family historian and genealogist) .  David and I chatted 
recently about the cemetery in Trzcianne.  My wife and I recently visited the cemetery on a trip to Poland.  Before we left, 
David had mentioned the state of Jewish cemeteries in Poland which seemed to be corroborated in our visit.  I’ll respond 
to your individual questions below, but also want to first put things in perspective.  We are just beginning to investigate 
possibilities for what could be done regarding the cemetery; we saw the movie “A town called Brzostek” and see that as a 
model as the ultimate project but understand that we may have to adjust our expectations as to what could reasonably be 
accomplished.  Even if your foundation would be unable to help in Trzcianne, we would appreciate any suggestions for 
how to proceed (foundations to contact, how best to initiate contact with the local community, etc.).  The rest of my 
responses are in line… 
  
  
Begin forwarded message: 
  
From: "Steven D. Reece" <sdreece@matzevah.org> 
Subject: RE: Matzevah Foundation project selection? 
Date: January 2, 2017 at 7:10:49 AM PST 
To: "'David Brostoff'" <david.brostoff@earthlink.net> 
Reply-To: <sdreece@matzevah.org> 
  
Dear David, 
 
Thank you for contacting me with regards to the Jewish cemetery of 
Trzcianne, Poland. I am very sorry for the delayed response; however, with 
the holidays, I hope that you understand. 
 
We will not be able to consider your project for 2017; however, we will be 
glad to consider it as one of our projects for 2018. Concerning your 
question, we do have a process of assessing and selecting the Jewish 
cemetery restoration projects in which we will participate. Generally 
speaking, we look for the following criteria in selecting projects for 
consideration: 
  
Projects that involve the community around the Jewish cemetery  
Projects that allow us to partner with Jewish individuals, groups and/or 
organizations  
Projects that involve education about the Shoah 
  
When you have time, would you be so kind to provide some additional 
information about the cemetery? I have a few questions immediately following 
that will help us both understand the context of your request better and how 
we might work together moving forward.  
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1. Who is the owner of the cemetery? Is it the local government or does it 
belong to a local Jewish community or Jewish institution in Poland?  

We don’t know who, if anyone, owns the cemetery.  To the extent we know, there is no local Jewish community 
remaining.  

 
2. If it belongs to a Jewish community or a Jewish institution, to which one 
does it belong? 

NA 

 
3. Have you contacted any of the Jewish agencies in Poland that work with 
Jewish cemeteries? If so, who?  

We haven’t contacted anyone yet, during my visit we spoke briefly to JHI in Warsaw but didn’t receive any advice about 
this cemetery.    

4. How large is the cemetery? How many hectares or acres? 

It’s impossible to state with any accuracy.  There is an area that is not farmed or developed that is probably 5-10 ha in 
extent.  The borders on two sides have farms, a border on one side has a memorial to fallen Russian soldiers.  It’s hard to 
imagine that the entire area is taken up by the Jewish cemetery based on the size of the former Jewish community.  At 
present, there are no signs as to what exists there.  We confirmed the location given in historic maps and  by flagging 
down local motorists, bicyclists, and chatting with townsfolk.  

5. Are you in contact with anyone locally (in Poland), who might be 
interested in assisting you care for and restore the cemetery? 

Not yet.  We would be interested in suggestions for potential contacts. 

 
6. Are there other people in your network (such as a descendant's group if 
there is one), who are interested or would like to be involved in this 
project?  

We know of perhaps 100-200 descendants from ancestors in Trzcianne, but we haven’t approached anyone yet.  It is 
likely that at least a few beyond us would be involved.  

  
7. Would it be possible to mobilize a group of descendants, friends or 
family, who would be able to join you in the work? 

Yes, it’s possible.  Alas, the most likely participants are well into their 60’s and beyond and their contributions might be 
more from an armchair perspective.  It is likely that my wife and I would participate on site for the duration of the 
project.  Perhaps a few more would.  As we progress, I suspect both David and I would try to recruit various sorts of 
participation. 

 
8. What would be your vision for the project? What would you like to see 
accomplished? 

At a minimum, (1) the boundary of the cemetery should be delineated, and (2) some sort of sign should be erected.  A 
moderate effort might include (1) a survey to see how many headstones remain [we found three badly deteriorated stones 
in a few hours of wandering], (2) vegetation [really a young forest] should be cleared, and (3) a rudimentary fence should 
be erected.  The “Cadillac” plan would presumably be something like the film mentioned above, where as many 
headstones as possible be relocated, some idea as to the extent of burial be determined (ground penetrating radar for 
remains), contact with the local community and descendants be made and arrangements for the future be sorted 
out.  Some of our relatives are musicians, journalists, and filmmakers, so perhaps working in tandem with local 
organizations, some formal  documentation of the process could be celebrated.  
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9. What role would you like for The Matzevah Foundation to play in this 
project? 

To start, any advice or template for a path forward would be very helpful and appreciated.  As we have no local contacts 
in Poland, a list of potential contacts would be appreciated as well perhaps with some insights on how best to 
proceed.  We did chat with several individuals (through an interpreter)  in and around Trzcianne who were very helpful 
and understanding our situation.  I see that engagement of the local community is essential for success and also part of 
the mission of the Matzevah Foundation.   

We realize that Trzcianne is a very small issue in the broader picture, but anything that could be done toward honoring our 
ancestors and reconciliation with the past would be welcome. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bill Brostoff 

 
------------------------------- 

If you have not done so already, I would ask you to visit our webpage at 
http://www.matzevah.org in order to learn more about us and our work. Our 
primary purpose in restoring Jewish cemeteries is to work towards ultimately 
reconciliation (a process that takes time). We do this primarily by bringing 
Jewish and Christian (non-Jewish) volunteers together in a common project 
(mitzvah). We typically do the project during a week in the summer in 
Poland.  
 
I appreciate your inquiry and look forward to what may emerge. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Steven 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: David Brostoff [mailto:david.brostoff@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Sunday, December 25, 2016 21:31 
To: Steven Reece - Matzevah Foundation <sdreece@matzevah.org> 
Subject: Matzevah Foundation project selection? 
 
Steven, 
 
How does the Matzevah Foundation choose its projects? 
 
I am interested in the restoration of the Jewish cemetery of Trzcianne, 
Poland. 
 
David 
 
-- 
David Brostoff 
Berkeley, Calif. 
(510) 841-7382 
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