Steven D. Reece

From: Robin Park <dw.hamster@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, April 22, 2012 09:15

To: j-siegienski@comcast.net

Cc: sdreece@matzevah.org; Chelsea Bennett; Elaine Brown; Monika Radkiewicz (Yahoo); Rachel McRae;
stephen folker; Wes Plunk; Bruceand Jane Mussey; Daniel Compton; Kevin Little; Robin Park; Slawek
Laskowski

Subject: Re: Funding and Faith

There is Biblical precedence for accepting money from 'sinners'.

When the Jews left Egypt, God put in the hearts of the Egyptians to bless His people.

I recall King Nebuchadnezar being called a 'servant of the Most High' by Daniel. Let God open anyone's heart to give.
Giving of money represents the opening of a heart, the investing of emotion. Spiritually, this opens a heart so that when
we pray for these people, it is easier for the Holy Spirit to reach them. Take this to the Lord.

Let us examine our own hearts.

when we think of accepting the money, what is the attitude of our hearts? | felt uncomfortable at first, and felt fear, as
there is a soul tie. But as | wrestled it out with God, | realized that Jesus came for all. He accepted the washing of his feet
from the prostitute. | want to reach out to all God brings in my path. | cannot find a Biblical precedent for refusing a
contribution except in making a pact that interferes with my allegiance to God.

When the Israelites were wandering in the desert, God instructed them to ask other people groups for assistance. Those
people either opened their hearts or not. The judgement of those actions rests in God's hands. The apostles were sent
with nothing. They accepted the hospitality of anyone whose heart God opened.

Friends, God has called us to a cutting edge ministry. We are out of the box, at least | am. | am in wreckless abandon
with regard for my love for my God. He has placed us a public charity. If our actions do not support this, then we will be
found in the church box. The church is known in many circles for condemnation... Get clean, then come to Jesus. Is this
fear motivated? When | think of myself, | have been afraid of getting dirty with sinners. | don't want this any more.

Please wrestle with our God. | will continue to pray.

| support taking money from prostitutes and publicans. | am no better. The caution is whether we are asked to make an
alliance, or give them control, that supersedes the alliance with our God.

Thank you for your patience with my long reply. | am open the listen to anything the
Lord wants to tell me through you. | want Him. | hope | want Him more than life itself.

On Apr 20, 2012, at 7:42 AM, j.siegienski@comcast.net wrote:

| am still struggling with this issue - it's got so many facets. | agree with the decision to
take the next step.

Jo



From: "Steven D. Reece" <sdreece@matzevah.org>

To: "Bruce and Jane Mussey" <bnjmussey@gmail.com>, "Daniel Compton"
<dcompton78@gmail.com>, "JoAnn Siegienski" <j.siegienski@comcast.net>, "Kevin
Little" <kevin.little@regions.com>, "Robin Park" <rpark@sparrowps.com>, "Slawek
Laskowski" <Slawek86@aol.com>

Cc: "Chelsea Bennett" <chelsea.bennett@gmail.com>, "Elaine Brown"
<elaine.brown@Vanderbilt.Edu>, "Monika Radkiewicz (Yahoo)"
<radkiewiczmonika@yahoo.com>, "Rachel McRae" <rachelmcrae@yahoo.com>,
"Robin Park" <dw.hamster@gmail.com>, "stephen folker"
<stephen.folker@lawrencedrive.org>, "Wes Plunk" <wes@wesandemily.com>
Sent: Friday, April 20, 2012 7:28:05 AM

Subject: Funding and Faith

| am writing to outline a rationale regarding funding and faith.

First of all, concerning the issue of seeking a grant from the Natan Foundation that | have
placed before us, the board generally has not clearly spoken to the issue. At best it is neutral on
the issue in that | have heard from only 4 of 6 (I am not including myself) board members, who
have expressed opinions about seeking funding from the Natan Foundation. Of the four who
have commented, 2 have been against, one cautious and one uncertain. From our advisory
board, one member has advised against moving in this direction.

Second of all, the problem is we need funds to operate. Do we trust God enough to allow Him
to bless us as He wishes? This is a matter of faith. God cannot bless us if we do not ask, if we do
not seek. | feel that we should seek any and every opportunity that is presented to us,
especially if we think that we in at least some way qualify for a grant from a particular
organization. How do we know that God wishes to use a particular source to bless us as a
means to bless others unless we ask, seek, and knock (Matthew 7:7)? In faith therefore we
must act.

Thirdly, this is not an easy matter to navigate; however one thing is clear. The IRS has
determined that we are a PUBLIC CHARITY and has classified us accordingly, which means that
the PUBLIC can support us. By God’s sovereignty, we are NOT a church or a Christian non-profit
although we state that we are a Christian non-profit in our literature. Maybe we should say that
we are a public charity founded by a group of Christians? Why? We are an organization that has
been established by Christians and recognized by the IRS as a Public Charity. Even as a public
charity, certainly we may operate from the perspective of a Judeo-Christian worldview, which
allows us to determine how we function, by what values and ethics we function and by which
principles we choose to function. All of this is up to us; nevertheless, we have other funding
issues to consider regarding how Jews might perceive donations we receive from Christian
groups or groups like Jews for Jesus. We also must consider how churches or individual
Christian donors might view Jewish support.

As a public charity we occupy a middle ground, a neutral place between these two opposing
groups. Since we are a public charity, we have our answer. We can take funds from the public,
both Jew and Gentile; however, we can reserve the right to accept or decline funding from the
public based on whether or not there are any strings attached.



Fourthly, | believe that we must be careful about the issue concerning from whom we accept
funding. We must remember that giving is oftentimes an issue of the heart. We are looking for
hearts that are inclined toward us or with whom we have favor. What we are expressing is
God’s love in a tangible way. People will resonate with what we are doing at the heart level. For
me this is an indication that God is at work in their lives. | would ask you to read Luke 7:36-50 in
which Jesus was anointed with oil by a prostitute. Jesus did not object to and received what the
prostitute did to Him as an expression of her love and gratitude toward Him. Simon, the
religious leader, condemned Jesus for his actions and looked down upon the sinner. Are we
responding like Simon in this passage? Can we accept this type of gift from a sinner, who wishes
to express tangibly their gratitude and love for what we are doing? If not, would we be prideful
by not taking funds or a gift from a sinner?

| understand our battle. | personally realize that the money first and foremost belongs to God
and He can choose to bless us through whomever He wishes. My faith is strong enough to
realize that we are seeking to penetrate a lost world and God will bless us how He chooses. For
me the key is that we have established as Christians a neutral platform that will allow us to
connect with Jews and Jewish organizations, as well as, churches and Christian organizations,
who resonate with what we are doing.

Lastly, do we trust God to bless us through both “good people” and “bad people” meaning
through sinners and saints? Beggars cannot be choosers and humbly speaking | am literally a
beggar. God has placed me in a position in which | am totally and completely dependent upon
the goodness of others. In other words | am helpless and unable to do what God has given us to
do without the financial support of others. My faith allows me to “pillage the Egyptians” and
not worry about the implications because | know that if anyone funds us, the desire to do so is
of God and He has placed it in their heart. Some people may not see it that way and that is
okay. | am not pushing an agenda; | am trying to learn how we can fund our foundation at this
time through grants, and other funding, which as you know is not an easy matter.

| believe that God has placed us in the public sphere for a reason. We need to be open to
sinners who want to bless us much in the same way that Jesus was open to the anointing of a
prostitute. This stance may and probably will offend some. If so, so be it. | am willing to pay
such a price in order to allow others to see God’s love through us and come into contact with
Him through His Son, Jesus.

For these reasons, | have decided to move forward with the Letter of Inquiry with the Natan
Foundation. They may categorically deny us, but if they do, it will be a good way to learn.

Blessings,

Steven

Steven D. Reece

President, The Matzevah Foundation, Inc.
Mailing Address:

7742 Spalding Drive, No. 480

Norcross, GA 30092-4207

Mobile: 404-663-2383

Email: sdreece@matzevah.org
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