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COVER: A Polish lad in Warsaw 1s surrounded b» evidence
of political change. Sweeping social and polmcal changes

in Eastern Europe have created unparalleled mimstry oppor- |

tunities. See stories on pages 8, 10 and 14. Photograph by
Steven D. Reece 1
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POLISH BAPTISTS

By Steven [) Reece

outh Vietnam falls, Margaret
hatcher becomes the first
woman prime minister of Great
Britain and the Cincinpati Reds win the
World Series. These were major news
stones in 1975

In the same year, tucked away 1n a
forgotten corner of Eastern Europe,
Adam Wonarowski began to dream

Wilham Carey sawl, “"Expect great
thangs from God and do great thangs for
God.” Adam did His vision was to use
the radio o communicate the gw-pl;'l of
Jesus Christ to has fellow Poles. Poland
was Still i the grasp of the ron fist of
commumism. [0 some, his dream was a
fantasy

['he dream became a reahity when the
Commumst government became more
open W Chnstiamity, Adam seized the
opportunity © begin broadeasting
Christan radio programs

He had worked for the Polish
wlephone company as an electromes
wechmcan. Acnve i the Baptist church

MISSHONS TODAY  ALGLST My

One man's vision became
a gospel catalyst in Poland.

i Warsaw, he led the chowr and youth

group. But he telt that there was something

more that God wanted him to do.

"1 Knew that God wanted me 1o use
all my skills and abilities in service w
Him When [ learned about this oppor:
tunity, | began to pray about i, he
says

~**The most important
purpose for my life (is) to
serve Him by spreading the
Good News ... to the lost
people of Poland.”

Ihe government was going to allow
racdho broadcasts by evangehicals and the
Roman Cathohe Church. The man of
vision became a man with a massion

“Tdeaded o become part of thas

munistry and gave up my work with the
chotr and youth group I (elt that God
was showing me the most unportant
purpose for my hfe. | was 1o serve Him
by spreading the Good News of Jesus
Chrnist to the lost people of Poland and
the world,” he says

I'he government gave the Baptists air
time once or twice a month on Sunday
cvenings

“In the beginning, my work was very
exciting and | had a deep passion and
vormamtment o, says Adam.
“However, it wasn't very long after |
started that 1 began to face a lot of
difhiculties”

Without any broadcast experience o1
professional equipment, Adam's private
apartment was thewr first stucho

1 had oo want uantild st was late at
night, when it was quiet 1o make ow
recordimgs,” he says

That was 16 years ago. Today, he uses
a studio i the admastration butdding
of the Pohish Bapust Unton in Warsaw

ddam Wopmarowski produces @ radio program in g studio apartment at the Podivh Bapaiod Union s aefrgnotrasion Daabaing i M s

The equipment i1s more professional but
still hard o Gind. Nonmally he works
alone on the technical aspects ol the
recordings  His sonc e law, Andrey
Severvn, the pastor of the Baptist
church m Hualystok, handles the
content

he mimstey has been produg
five. Adam says that from the
beginning this munistry has
toudhed the Lives aof many Molish
listeners.
“We know this because of the large
amount of datly correspondence we
receive trom people secking answers w

therr spiritual questions.” says Adam
“WE have had many occasions to visilt
sorne of them 1o thea homes and o
share the plan of salvation

THoday we can see a deepern interest
i out society i biblical subjecis than a
few years ago Our Churches have many
people, that have become believers i
Josus Christ becanse of this ministey
For some, the tadio wmessage was the
fiest time that they had heand about
lesus, ' he adds

Fhough retired, Adam contnues the
relentless pursuit of his dream. One day
he hopes o proneet the developiment ol
a radlio station and TV progranms v the
Polish Haptist Union

TR I opening doors pight now Ko
s B e forwand bat we doosotd have
cnoigh people or Hnang al sappont o
start thes work 1 am praying Ko Cawd w0
RIVe us inare people w help us. e
MY S

Adam may e a dreamer ba lw
doesint bive in the louds

byeryihing that T dowg s a greal
oy andd sacntive o Gasd be s L
el that He w always goving us new
apporunities | realize that we have a
groat teaponsituly in boing tthinl w
Hun by keeping the radio nunisiey on
Hix path

Merven E2 Mevoe v o ugll il ragiie i
Wi o Tiibne Hevald
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JUWEET BAPTISTS
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Baprst Church in Warsaw
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of starting a private business that would
allow opportunities for mission work
In 1988 he met three Chrisuans on the
job and he shared his dream with them
They wanted o be a part of this
ministry

‘We sought the Lord in prayer
together that He would open the door
for us 1 begin this work,”" says liva

With their associanon, the men made
apphcanon with the Soviet government
to form a private business called Con
tact llya became vice president in
charge of foreign economic relations
after approval of this apphcaton. His
duties included scouting potential con
struction jobs i neighboring countries

“This was a darng move, says
Michael Gott, a Southern Baptist
evangelist who has mimstered in
Eastern Europe for about 20 years
“Ilya and these men stuck their neck
out in making apphicavon for a private
business 1 the Soviet Umon, a
communist country

“llya did this as his commitment to
Jesus Chnist. He did it to gave the Bap
ust workers of Moldavia job oppor-
tunities and job security so that they
could provide for their fanmuhies, con
unues Gott

In Mav of 1990, llya was in Warsaw
Poland, where he heard of the construc
tion of Bapuist Semunary at Radosc (it
means joy) He contacted the president
of the Bapust Umion, Konstanty
Wiazowsk:. Konstanty asked him to
provide labor to work with the Poles
and North Carolina Bapust Men who

have a partnership with Poland  liva
agreed and the first group armived
June 1990 He supervised the Molda
vians working at Radosc, coordinating
their work with the other groups

"t"lL‘TkITlg at Radosc means a preal
deal o lva

“We are downg great work for God
building the sermunary, says Hya. "Our
job as behievers 18 o spread God's word

and this place will prepare Polish young
ople to do His work '
j
[lva anuicipates returnung to Poland

this summer o complete the work
Then he will move on w0 the next task
and if Jesus returns, lya will be found
serving his Lord instead of watching
movies at a local theater.

Sieven D) Rreecre iy a waf] protogray

Waco | nhune - Herald
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Ewa Korytkowskq
bridges the gap

between Soviet, Polish
and Southern Baptists.

Sa g and FHII?-EFQ?“; n
Steven D Reece
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M ichelangelo sculpted great
works of ant. He would
ransiorm a block of stone
ID10 @ masterpiece, using only a
hammer and a chusel. Common in-
struments in s masterful hands
translated his vision o reality. But he
was only a shadow of the true Master,
Jesus Christ. An instrument in this
Master’'s hands yields a work that will
last forever. Ewa Korytkowska is one of
those instruments.

Ewa (pronounced A-va), 26, lives in
Poland, a country dominated until
recently by 45 years of communist
oppression. She has yielded herself as
an instrument in the Master’s hand to be
used to chip away her country’s heart of
stone and carve out a niche for His
church.

"I must be an instrument for Ged to
use in pouring out His blessings
through His son, Jesus Christ, on the
lost people of Poland,” she says. Ewa
has served the Lord for just six years It
dramatically intensified over the last
year and a half. Ewa, a Southern Bap-
tist Foreign Mission Board translator,
has been instrumental in translating the
Polish Baptist Union’s vision of a
seminary at Radosc (pronounced
Radooshch) into reality.

[t was an international effort involv-
ing Baptists from three different coun-
tries: Poland, Moldavia (a Soviet
Republic) and the United States.

Ewa'’s association with the project
began in the summer of 1989, when she
met SLjp Greene in Poland. Greene, 43,
is the overseas mission coordinator for
North Carolina Baptist Men. He was in

s T
.r'lr'-f_ _ ‘m}-
B _ s,
Ewa Korvikowska WIIRESYe s

Palsis " are from Lithuania

North Carolina Baptists have a part-
neTsiip agreement with the Polish Bap-
st Union. They provide volunteers to
help with the construction of the new
Seminary. After meeting Ewa, Skip
learned that she would be comung to the
United States in the fall on a mission
eéxchange program sponsored by the
Mennonites

"I asked her if it would be possible
tor her o come to North Carolina 1o
assist in the preparation of the

volunteers for living and working m
Poland,” he says.

“During college I met

Jesus through some

Christian friends.”’

wa arrived 1n the United States
in August 1989 and lived in

Kansas for six months. In
February 1990, she arrived at the
Greene's home in Boone, N.C.

"She became a vital part of our fam-
ily for the next six months,” says
Greene. “'She helped me learn about the
Polish people and their culture while
hiving in our home. I tried to learn as
much as possible on the do's and don'ts
while I was in Poland ™

Ewa's work 1n Boone centered on

o Iowas and Ringa Pulsis in the Otd Town of Wharsa !

ke

“My responsibility was o represe
the Polish Bapust Church in Boone.
she says. “1 shared my testimony w)
them. | toid them what o expect on
they were in Poland.”

That 1s not all she did while in
Boone. Ewa volunteered as a graph:
arust in the ad department of the
Walauga Democrat, a local NEWSPa|
She also volunteered at the Baptast
dent Umion at Appalachian State
University in Boone.

“It wasn't easy for her either. The
culture shock was tremendous and
had to make many adjustments to o
way of life,” says Greene.

Greene says she encountered ma
things that shocked her.

“"She was saddened by the lack o
depth and commutment i our dasly
walk with Chnist,” he recalls

“She had no reservations in shar
her farth wherever she went 1n Am
or Poland "

Ewa’s major task at Radosc was
translating. She did not start out to
translator. Her formal university u
ing was in intenor and graphic de:

“"Duning college | met Jesus thw
some Christian friends,” says Ews

She knows that after her work a
translator, God will diwrect her patl

1 feel like | have to spend more
1in quietness before God. Through
prayer I know that He will show 1
direction for my futare,” she says.
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A short-term mission trip to Poland
and the Soviet Union opened Pat
Harris’ eyes to a new world of
believers.

by Steve Reece

Pat Harris was blind.

For 35 years he thought he could see, but
he couldn’t. His eyes had been veiled by a curtain
of ron; his vision obscured. Things were hidden
from him and the rest of the world.

The curtan 1s melting. The flames of glasnost
are racing across its path. The macrocosm of the
Soviet Union and its satellites is coming into sharp
focus for all to see.

ths eyes were opened when he and 11 other
Baptist Men went behind the Iron Curtain in early
December 1988 for two weeks. They were mvited
to visit Baptist churches in Poland and the Soviet
Union—an opportunity to see firsthand what it
means to be a follower of Jesus Chnst in a
communust country.

The 35-vear-old father of four 1s busy in his
church. He serves as a deacon, Sunday school
teacher, Roval Ambassador director, Baptist Men
president and chairman of the nussion committee,
which recently started an Hispanic nussion.

Harns says his occupation 18 doing the will of
the Lord, but he pays his hills as an oil field
worker and carpenter,

He knew he would be singing and possibly giv-
ing his testimony on the tnp, but he didn't know
what he would see or expenence

“The believers are different, as different as east
s from west. They are loving people ™

MISSIONS FEATURE

God used Harns. He didn't have the opportunity
to share his testimony. Only a few did. But God
used him several times in crucial situations.

The first was when the group arrived in New
York at John F. Kennedy International Airport and
was told they had to have passport photos made
for their Russian visas. Some of the group thought
that the best solution was to shoot a roll of film
and take it to a one-hour service near the airport.
Harris prayed, then decided to call a photographer.
On the first call he found a man who said he could
be at the airport in 20 minutes.

“I asked the Lord to lead me to the nght one,”
says Harns. The photographer was Joe Mohan,
who was onginally from Guyana. |

“What is your group called?” he asked the
Baptist laymen.

“We are a group of Baptist Men going to Poland
and Russia,” Harms said.

Mohan rephed that he was a Southern Baptist,
too. “While my family and I were living in Guyana,
we encountered a Baptist missionary by the name
of Charles Love. Through him, I came to know
Jesus Chnist,” Mohan said.

Gud moved then and many more times n dif-
ferent ways on the tnp.

Harns savs it 1s difficult to go behind the Iron
Curtain in countnes like Poland and Russia and try
to describe what you've seen. “Before 1 went, it
was like a blind man trving to descnibe an
elephant,” he adds.

“This 1s not something I've seen on TV-I've
been there. 've seen what 1it's like, and | know it's
real.”

Most people Harns will speak to will be hke he
was belore the trip. I had a general idea or a no
tion that all God's children were in Texas.” he savs.

AUGUST « WORLD MISSION JOURNAL » 1089
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“l used to think that way. But now they’re all over
the world and I have faces to go with names.

“Now | have more concern for God's children
outside my vision. Now they're real. We can learn
a great deal from the Polish and Russian behevers
in how they worship and pray.

“We have to appreciate the freedom we have in
worship,’ continues Harms. “We are able to wor-

“I had a general wdea.. .that all God's
children were in Texas.”

ship freely without fear of persecution or spies
bemg among us.”

“The pravers these people prayed were so fer-
vent and full of reverence that it was humbling,” he
says. "l saw a man fall on lus knees i a church m
Russia and begin to pray and weep before God. |
couldn’t understand what he was saying, but |
knew he was approaching God full out.”

Harns was changed by what he saw. “I trust
more in God than [ did before” he says, “He 1s
going to see us through. He saw us through
Poland, Russia and back home.”

Learning to trust God s difficult because we
naturallv want to trust in ourselves, he savs.

“Before, it was what | can do, but now 1t's what
(rod can do,” says Harms.

Harns says that in the future, “there will be less
complaiming about my situation and more personal
spiritual and famaly growth.”

Like the man born bhnd, Hams was blind but
now he sees.

Steve Reece 18 a stall photographer with the Waco Taaas
Tribune-Herald
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need 1o assest them 1 understanding the gospel”

Witness i differest @ Poland

Wide #'s oA fllega w openly witness or
dastribote relgnous ierahes  thrre are soms
Sslacks

“It s Aot 1o walk up and witness o 2 Pole
because they ave mostly Cathale ™ be say=. “I
vou auk them whether or it they know jesas,
thev say they do.

“Thear knowledge of Jesus m based on the
church and s tradition,” be coptiniies “They 4o
not understand et we pisst personally recenve
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